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MUSA, The MOVEMENT FOR A UNITED SOUTH AFRICA is
pleased to launch THE PLATFORM as its inaugural newsletter.
MUSA is a Platform for Uniting South Africans and Advancing
Socio Economic Justice, Equity, Fairness and Prosperity for All.
The PLATFORM focuses on introducing MUSA to the general
public in the hope of sparking interest in the collective good
that it aims to achieve. The movement is depending on people
to collaborate and participate in a united effort towards the
greater common good.
MUSA aims to influence society towards a Just Economic System that benefits all people and
reduces the gap between the “haves” and the “have nots”. MUSA strives for social cohesion,
harmonious coexistence of people in our diverse society.
The PLATFORM provides news and developments within the Movement and the opportunity to
share ideas and suggestions in a broad-based collaboration and participation with the public. MUSA
needs to gain the collective buy-in from activists, experts, volunteers and supporters to drive the
socio-economic justice agenda which can be successfully achieved through broad-based
collaboration and participation.

The Birth of the
Movement for a
United South
Africa (MUSA)

Who is MUSA?

MUSA’s Critical
Learning’s on
Strategic
Leadership

Joining MUSA

Join us on MUSA Connect, every Saturday as we unpack
different ideas and ways forward.
Time: 2pm – 4pm
Zoom Link: zoom.us/j/98125092029
Zoom Meeting ID : 98125092029
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In August 2019 a group of Muslim activists
from diverse backgrounds discussed and
reflected on the state of humanity post the
liberation struggle.
Becoming a free country for all by 1994 was a
huge achievement which many South Africans
had been striving and sacrificing for.
However, most South Africans are
disheartened as their lived reality remains far
from the better life envisioned when political
equality was attained.

Upon reflection, it is acknowledged that
the economic system within the country is
a major contributing factor in perpetuating
the marginalisation of the poor and
disadvantaged people. Many societal ills
including the continuation of poverty,
discrimination, and violence against
vulnerable societal groups like women and
children stem from the economically
unjust system. Political freedom has not
translated into a major improvement in
the degree of marginalisation experienced
within the country. As a nation, we remain
fragmented.

On deeper analysis of this state of affairs it has become clear that this is an
outcome of inadequate leadership resulting in poor governance, poor
service delivery and endemic corruption amongst other factors.
A renewed approach to enable people to uplift themselves and improve the
level of skills which is needed to supplement the developmental goals
South Africa needs to achieve. It is recognised that South Africans have
good intentions and great ideas but that this does not impact on the lived
reality of most people. A recommitment to the activism process is required
to engage in this missing gap of ethical leadership and capacity building at
the implementation level and its monitoring.
MUSA thus hopes to empower and unite people and organisations so that
collectively a more just social reality can be created for all.
MUSA is open to consultation with individuals, organisations and
communities who are willing and ready to implement and drive social
change.
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MUSA the Movement for a United South Africa envisages a harmonious, prosperous and
ethical society where everyone’s dignity is respected and preserved. This ideal will be realised
by activating and facilitating a movement towards a just socio-economic order within South
Africa. MUSA is to build consciousness and activism across all levels in society to eradicate
conditions of poverty and inequality. This is to be achieved through a new paradigm that
enables all people to raise their human potential and uplift themselves materially, ethically
and spiritually.
MUSA’s strategy has five focus areas:

KPA 1
Public Policy
Engagement

KPA 2
Institutional
Development

KPA 3
Social Cohesion

KPA 4
Community
Development

KPA 5
MUSA Capability

Strategic Goal 1

Strategic Goal 2

Strategic Goal 3

Strategic Goal 4

Strategic Goal 5

Public policy,
programmes and
accountability
ethically informed
and enhanced

Organisations and
leadership operating
with high level
societal
responsiveness and
impact

Harmonious
relations
promoted in
society through
solidarity
programmes

Self-sustaining
communities
realised through a
network of
community centres
in identified areas

Profile,
character,
capability and
reach of MUSA
well established
and sustained

Through these five strategic goals, MUSA aims to build collaborative partnerships at
strategic and practical levels and to provide a platform to generate ideas and solutions on
how to develop and implement socio-economically just human relations and systems. As
a movement, MUSA endeavours to foster the development of human relations and
systems that is trusted and resonates with those who make up the system, has the
legitimate authority structures to make consistent and rapid decisions needed to ensure
the continued well-being of all within and alongside it.

MUSA acknowledges that the development of these human systems will be
contingent on economic reconstruction to redress the economic devastation caused
by past and existing systems; the adoption of social transformation strategies to
disrupt practices that put people and the system itself at risk; the adoption of new
social contracts where shared responsibility becomes the norm; and the synergistic
interface between research, policies, implementation and accountability. To learn
more about the movement read the MUSA Charter or visit our website.
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The devastating health risks associated with the Global COVID-19 pandemic has precipitated an economic and
human crisis. Yet, in the heart of difficulty lies the opportunity for positive change at the required levels of
development. Societal challenges during the transition phases from the old to the new system need to be
carefully managed for optimum improvement of human conditions.
In his address to the MUSA community on 25 April 2020,
Mr Ebrahim Rasool highlights and presents an overview of the valuable role of strategic leadership, within this
space, in relieving the distress of injustices and oppression. This leadership style fosters activism through the
collective adoption of an ethical paradigm that inspires instead of controls; connects the fragmentation caused
by damaging human systems through a renewed sense of purpose at the individual and collective levels
thereby promoting tactical partnerships. Ultimately, through the implementation of strategic leadership those
elements that contribute to injustice and unsustainability are effectively managed, any undesirable elements
wanting to opportunistically prey on existing vulnerabilities are isolated, and the distress experienced within
the collective system is ultimately relieved.
Mr Ebrahim Rasool succinctly touches on the pivotal factors required to realise change and the consequences we are
faced with as a result of a lack of this type of leadership. To learn more, Mr Rasool’s address can be found either on the
MUSA website or on MUSA’s YouTube Channel.
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To keep in the MUSA information loop and to be able to follow our
progress subscribe to receive our newsletter or
if you are interested in being part of MUSA to help it achieve its
objectives then please sign up to become one of our volunteers.

Without prejudice,
MUSA Connect’s online sessions hosts many guests. The valuable points that each
guest makes will be shared on The Platform, on the MUSA website and via the
movement’s other communication channels.
MUSA remains independent and does not subscribe to all the views of any guest,
organisation or entity. MUSA will however take the best of learning offered with
the hope of sharing and building bridges with all on areas of common purpose, e.g.
socio-economic empowerment, poverty alleviation, peace building and the
promotion of justice.
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